
Unit 4: Determining Meaning 

Grade Level: 9th Grade  
Unit Name: Determining Meaning 
Pacing 6 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
9RL1B:  Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings using context, 
affixes, or reference materials. (DOK 2) 
 
9RI1B:  Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference 

materials. (DOK 3) 
 
9RL2C:   Analyze the cumulative impact of specific 
word choices and syntax on meaning and tone. 
(DOK 3) 

 
9RI2C:  Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices and syntax on meaning and tone. 
 

9W3Ab:  Word choice, syntax, and style: Choose 

precise language and make syntactical choices to 
reflect an understanding of how language contributes 
to meaning. 
 
9SL1C: Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives 
including those presented in diverse media, 
summarize points of agreement and disagreement, 
resolve contradictions when possible, and determine 
what additional information or research is needed. 

 

 

Learning Targets: 
 
9RL1B:   

● I will demonstrate the difference 
between connotative and denotative 
meanings of words in literary texts. 

●  I will identify examples of figurative 
language and analyze why the author 
included them in a literary text. 

● I will use context clues to determine 
the meaning of words. 

● I will use affixes and their origins to 
help me determine the meaning of 
words 

 
9RI1B:   

● I will determine the meaning of words, 
including denotative, connotative, 
figurative and specific meanings as they 
appear in nonfiction text. 

● I will determine the meaning of 
phrases, including denotative, 
connotative, and figurative in 
nonfiction text. 

● I will use context clues to determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in nonfiction text.   

● I will use affixes to determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they are used in 
the nonfiction text. 

Supporting Standards:  
 
9RL1C:  Interpret visual elements of a text and 
draw conclusions from them (when applicable). 
(DOK 3) 
 
9RL3A:  Analyze multiple performances of a story, 
drama, or poem, evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (DOK 3) 
 
9RL3D:  Analyze how multiple texts reflect 
historical and/or cultural contexts. (DOK 2) 
 
9RI3C:  Analyze how multiple texts reflect the 
historical and/or cultural contexts.  (DOK 3) 
 
9RI3D:  Read and comprehend informational text 
independently and proficiently. (DOK 2) 
 
9W3Ab:  Review, revise, and edit writing with 
consideration for the task, purpose, and audience. 
Word choice, syntax, and style: Choose precise 
language and make syntactical choices to reflect an 
understanding of how language contributes to 
meaning.  (DOK 3 

 
 

 



● I will use reference materials to determine 
the meaning of words and phrases as they 
appear in nonfiction text.   

 
9RL2C: 

● I will  analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
syntax on meaning in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on tone in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
syntax on tone in a text. 

 
9RI2C: 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
syntax on meaning in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on tone in a text. 

● I will analyze the cumulative impact of 
syntax on tone in a text. 

 
9W3Ab 

● I will review, revise, and edit writing with 
consideration for the task, purpose, and 
audience. 

● I will choose precise language to reflect an 
understanding of how language 
contributes to meaning in a piece of 
writing. 

● I  will make syntactical choices to reflect an 
understanding of how language 
contributes to meaning in a piece of 
writing. 

 
9SL1C 



● I  will respond thoughtfully during 
collaboration to diverse perspectives, 
including those presented in diverse 
media. 

● I will summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement during collaboration. 

● I will resolve contradictions during 
collaboration when possible. 

● I will determine what additional 
information or research is needed during 
collaboration. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
Words are power. 

 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How does the meaning of words impact the 

meaning of the written or spoken story or 

informational text? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

● Connotation 
● Denotation 
● Prefix 
● Suffix 
● Root Word 
● Etymology/word origin 
● Analyze 
● Pre-write 
● Drafting  
● Rough draft 
● Grammar 
● Topic 
● Outline 
● Organization pattern 
● Introduction 
● Thesis statement 
● Topic sentence 
● Body paragraphs 
● Supporting details 
● Conclusion 
● Transition 
● Editing 
● Revising 



● Peer evaluation 
● Publication 

 

 


